
Faculty of Arts 
Department of Philosophy 

PHL 502 Aristotle 
Fall 2015 (Sep 9th - Dec 7th) 

Wednesdays 9-11am, POD 372 
Mondays 10-11am, TRS 1-075 

Instructor Name: 	 Boris Hennig	

Office Location: 	 JOR - 438

Office Hours: 	 Mondays 12 - 2pm, Tuesdays 10am - 12pm. 
Phone: 	 	
Email address: 	

416.979.5000, ext. 7186

<my last name>@ryerson.ca. Use your Ryerson e-mail account.	 


Calendar Description  
One of the pillars of ancient Greek philosophy, Aristotle produced seminal work in a wide 
range of fields including logic, epistemology, metaphysics, physics, cosmogony, biology, 
philosophy of mind and action, ethics, politics, and aesthetics. This course will critically 
examine selected themes and doctrines in Aristotle's writings, such as his positions on the 
nature of time, causation, divinity, the human soul, gender differences, the ideal state, and 
tragic drama.


Course Details 
Aristotle believes that humans can be what they are only in a political community. Therefore, 
says Aristotle, the science of politics is the most important branch of knowledge. After a 
brief introduction, we will read Aristotle’s Politics from cover to cover.

Required text: Aristotle, Politics, translated by C.D.C. Reeve, Hackett 1998.

A course website (D2L) is accessible via http://my.ryerson.ca.


Tentative Schedule

09/09*	 	 Introduction

09/14	 	 Lecture: Historical Background

09/16*	 	 Lecture: Aristotle

09/21	 	 cont.

09/23*	 	 Nicomachean Ethics I 1-7: The highest good (provided on D2L)

09/28	 	 Nicomachean Ethics I 8-13: How to achieve happiness (provided on D2L)

09/30*	 	 Politics I 1-7: 	 City state, slaves

10/05	 	 Politics I 8-13: 	 Property and wealth

10/07*	 	 Politics II 1-6: 	 Plato
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10/10-10/18: STUDY WEEK

10/18 	 	 Assignment due: First Essay

10/19	 	 Recap

10/21*	 	 Politics II 7-12: 	 Other constitutions

10/26	 	 Politics III 1-5: 	 Citizens

10/28*	 	 Politics III 6-13: 	 Constitutions

11/02	 	 Politics III 14-18: 	 Kingship

11/04*	 	 Politics IV 1-10: 	 Kinds of constitutions 

11/09	 	 Politics IV 11-16: 	 Parts of constitutions

11/11*	 	 Politics V 1-7: 	 Political change

11/16	 	 Politics V 8-12: 	 Preserving constitutions 

11/18*	 	 Politics VI: 	 	 Mixed constitutions, democracy, oligarchy

11/23	 	 Politics VII 1-7: 	 The ideal city state: external conditions

11/25*	 	 Politics VII 8-12: 	 The ideal city state: parts

11/30	 	 Politics VII 13-17: 	 Education

12/02*	 	 Politics VIII: 	 	 Education

12/06	 	 Assignment due: Reading Response (final deadline)

12/07	 	 …

12/14: 	 	 Assignment due: Second Essay


Evaluation  
- General participation: 	15 %

- D2L Discussion Forum participation: 15 %

- First Essay, due Oct. 18th: 20 %

- Reading Response, due any time before Dec 6th: 20 %

- Final Essay, due Dec. 14th: 30 %


Participation in in-class discussions will be essential for success. In addition, students are 
asked to participate in Online Discussions on D2L by contributing one to three sentences 
to each discussion topic. Each topic will be open for one week only.

The First Essay should be about 800 words long. Reflect on either (1) the status of political 
science for Aristotle or (2) Aristotle’s attitude towards Plato in the Politics.

The Reading Response should be 400-700 words. Summarize one of the assigned parts of 
Aristotle’s Politics (one week). Focus on what is essential, explain what is illuminating or 
problematic. Reading Responses can be submitted any time before Dec. 6th. Earlier is 
better.

The Final Essay should be 1200-1500 words. Discuss one of the questions raised in 
Aristotle’s Politics. Cite and explain passages from the text; raise questions; consider 
possible objections to Aristotle’s and to your own views. 
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All written assignments must be submitted online. MS Word, Adobe pdf, and Apple Pages 
documents are acceptable. Further formal requirements: 12pt, double spaced, reference list 
with proper bibliographical details for all material quoted and used.

The Summary and the Final Essay will be evaluated for clarity of organization, logic, syntax, 
grammar, and content.

All written assignments will be checked for plagiarism.


Missed Classes and/or Evaluations  
Students are required to inform their instructors of any situation which arises during the 
semester which may have an adverse effect upon their academic performance, and must 
request any considerations and accommodations according to the relevant policies and 
well in advance.  Failure to do so will jeopardize any academic appeals. 

- Medical certificates – If a student misses the deadline for submitting an assignment, or 

the date of an exam or other evaluation component because of illness, he or she must 
submit a Ryerson Student Medical Certificate AND an Academic Consideration form 
within 3 working days of the missed date.  Both documents are available at 
www.ryerson.ca/senate/forms/medical.pdf. If you are a full-time or part-time degree 
student, then you submit your forms to your own program department or school.  If you 
are a certificate or non-certificate student, then you submit your forms to the staff at the 
front desk of the Chang School. If you need clarification, speak to your professor.


- Religious observance – If a student needs accommodation because of religious 
observance, he or she must submit a Request for Accommodation of Student Religious, 
Aboriginal and Spiritual Observance AND an Academic Consideration form within the first 
2 weeks of the class or, for a final examination, within 2 weeks of the posting of the 
examination schedule.  If the required absence occurs within the first 2 weeks of classes, 
or the dates are not known well in advance as they are linked to other conditions, these 
forms should be submitted with as much lead time as possible in advance of the required 
absence. Both documents are available at http://www.ryerson.ca/senate/forms/
relobservforminstr.pdf.  If you are a full-time or part-time degree student, then you submit 
the forms to your own program department or school.  If you are a certificate or non-
certificate student, then you submit the forms to the staff at the front desk of the Chang 
School. 


- Students who need academic accommodation support should register with the Academic 
Accommodation Support office (formerly called the Access Centre).   Before the first 
graded work is due, registered students should inform their instructors through an 
“Accommodation Form for Professors” that they are registered with Academic 
Accommodation Support and what accommodations are required.


Student Code of Academic Conduct  
Ryerson’s Policy 60 (now called the Academic Integrity policy) applies to all students at the 
University. The policy and its procedures are triggered in the event that the there is a 
suspicion that a student has engaged in a form of academic misconduct.  

Forms of academic misconduct include plagiarism, cheating, supplying false information to 
the University, and other acts. The most common form of academic misconduct is 
plagiarism.  Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and penalties can be severe. In any 
academic exercise, plagiarism occurs when one offers as one’s own work the words, data, 

http://www.ryerson.ca/senate/forms/medical.pdf
http://www.ryerson.ca/senate/forms/relobservforminstr.pdf
http://www.ryerson.ca/studentlearningsupport/academic-accommodation-support/index.html
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ideas, arguments, calculations, designs or productions of another without appropriate 
attribution or when one allows one’s work to be copied. 

All academic work must be submitted using the citation style approved by the instructor. 
Students may refer to the Ryerson Library’s list of Citations and Style Guides for more 
information.

It is assumed that all examinations and work submitted for evaluation and course credit will 
be the product of individual effort, except in the case of group projects arranged for and 
approved by the course instructor. Submitting the same work to more than one course, 
without instructor approval, is also considered a form of plagiarism.  

Students are advised that suspicions of academic misconduct may be referred to the 
Academic Integrity Office (AIO). Students who are found to have committed academic 
misconduct will have a Disciplinary Notation (DN) placed on their academic record (not on 
their transcript) and will be assigned one or more of the following penalties:

- A grade reduction for the work, include a grade of zero for the work.

- A grade reduction in the course greater than a zero on the work. (Note that this penalty 

can only be applied to course components worth 10% or less, that any additional penalty 
cannot exceed 10% of the final course grade, and that information explaining that such a 
penalty will be assigned must be included on the course outline.) 


- An F in the course.

- More serious penalties up to and including expulsion from the University.

All written assignments will be checked for plagiarism. One of the means for doing this will 
be turnitin.com. This is a plagiarism prevention and detection service to which Ryerson 
subscribes. It is a tool to assist faculty members in determining the similarity between 
students’ work and the work of other students who have submitted papers to the site (at 
any university), internet sources, and a wide range of journals and other publications. While 
it does not contain all possible sources, it gives faculty some assurance that students’ work 
is their own. No decisions are made by the service; it simply generates an “originality 
report,” and faculty must evaluate that report to determine if something is plagiarized.

Students who do not want their work submitted to this plagiarism detection service must, 
by the end of the second week of class, consult with the instructor to make alternate 
arrangements.


Important Resources Available at Ryerson 
- The Library provides research workshops and individual assistance. Inquire at the 

Reference Desk on the second floor of the library, or go to www.ryerson.ca/library/info/
workshops.html 


- Student Learning Support offers group-based and individual help with writing, math, 
study skills and transition support, and other issues. 

http://library.ryerson.ca/guides/style/
http://turnitin.com
http://www.ryerson.ca/library/info/workshops.html
http://www.ryerson.ca/studentlearningsupport/index.html

